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Conference Overview

In its second year, the Transdisciplinary Academic Conference for Emerging 
Scholars introduces three major themes of transdisciplinary research. The 
conference themes are designed to encourage dialogue across related fields while 
maintaining clear thematic coherence within each panel. Together, the three 
themes connect questions of culture, identity, governance, and social change, 
allowing presenters to engage with shared research concerns from different 
disciplinary perspectives. This structure supports focused discussion, 
comparative reflection, and transdisciplinary exchange throughout the 
conference.

Stories and Symbols examines how meaning is created, represented, and 
circulated through mythology, media, art, language, and digital culture.

Identity and Institution explores the relationship between identity, social 
structures, and institutional systems across cultural and political contexts.

Governance and Growth focuses on sustainability, technology, public policy, 
and social development in response to contemporary environmental and urban 
challenges.

Themes of the Conference



2

Programme Rundown

23 May 2026

Room 4.36, Run Run Shaw Tower, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR

09:00-19:00

09:00 - 09:30 Reception and Networking

09:30 - 09:45 Opening Ceremony

09:45 - 10:15 Keynote Speech by Prof. Carmen LEE

10:15 - 12:15 First Presentation Session

12:15 - 12:30 First Panel Discussion

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break

13:45 - 14:15 Keynote Speech by Dr. Klaus COLANERO

14:15 - 16:15 Second Presentation Session

16:15 - 16:30 Second Discussion Panel

16:30 - 18:30 Third Presentation Session

18:30 - 18:45 Third Panel Discussion

18:45 - 19:00 Closing Ceremony



3

List of Committees
Advisory Board

Prof. Gray KOCHHAR-LINDGREN, Honorary Professor, School of Humanities & Director, 
Common Core (2014-22), The University of Hong Kong

Prof. Javier CHA, Assistant Professor, School of Humanities (History), The University of Hong 
Kong

Prof. Rachel LUI, Associate Professor of Teaching and & Assistant Dean, Faculty of Science, 
The University of Hong Kong

Prof. Eric Peter SANDBERG, Associate Professor, Department of English, City University of 
Hong Kong

Dr. Glos HO, Director, Division of Transdisciplinary Undergraduate Programmes, Hong Kong 
Baptist University

Executive Team

SHUM Hou Zit, Chairperson & Secretary of Communications
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts (V), Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong

CHAN Chun Hei, Executive Director
Graduate, Bachelor of Arts and Sciences in Financial Technology, Faculty of Engineering, The 

University of Hong Kong

LEUNG Tsz Lok, General Secretary
Postgraduate, Master in Management (I), The University of Chicago Booth School of Business, 

The University of Chicago

WANG Justin Chun Ho, Secretary of Legal Affairs
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Business Administration (Law) and Bachelor of Laws (V), 

Business School, The University of Hong Kong



4

Operations Team

CHAN Chun Hei, Team Leader
Graduate, Bachelor of Arts and Sciences in Financial Technology, Faculty of Engineering, The 

University of Hong Kong

SHUM Hou Zit, Team Leader
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts (V), Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong

LAI Ho Yin, Photographer & Media Producer
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering (IV), Faculty of 

Engineering, The University of Hong Kong

YAU Sui Yee, Master of Ceremomies & Operations Officer
Graduate, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Chinese Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong

WONG Sum Yi, Operations Officer
Undergraduate, Higher Diploma in Health Care, S.K. Yee School of Health Sciences, Saint 

Francis University

Editorial Team

SHUM Hou Zit, Editor-in-Chief
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts (V), Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong

CHAN Chun Hei, Editor & Designer
Graduate, Bachelor of Arts and Sciences in Financial Technology, Faculty of Engineering, The 

University of Hong Kong



5

External Communication Board

BRIGINSHAW Albert Smith
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, The University of Manchester

FERREIRA Ilona
Postgraduate, Dual Master’s Degree in Public Affairs, Sciences Po and the University  of Tokyo

KWAN Long Hei
Postgraduate, Master of Science (Natural Sciences Tripos), University of Cambridge

LAUNAY Mathéo
Undergraduate, Bachelor Sciences Po Grenoble-UGA, Université Grenoble Alpes

LI Cheuk Hei
Postgraduate, Master of Social Sciences in Therapeutic Play and Well-Being, The Education 

University of Hong Kong

MA Long Hei
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts in Art Practice, Film & Media, University of California, 

Berkeley

MAY Alexander Peter Wansun
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Engineering, Massey University

ROGERS Owen Henry Scott
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, The University of Warwick

SHIE Jhih Yin
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Program of Architecture, Feng Chia University

TANG Shuk Wing
Undergraduate, Integrated Bachelor of Business Administration, The Chinese University of 

Hong Kong

TIAGLEI Sasha
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, University of Manitoba

TINDLEY Harrison
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Global Studies, La Trobe University



6

TREUL Maria
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, The University of Vienna

WONG Kwan Yin Mendoza
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, City University of Hong Kong

WONG Pui Nam
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Social Science/Science, Hong Kong Baptist University

YANG Sizhe
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Arts, The University of Edinburgh

YAP Huan Ying
Undergraduate, Bachelor of Management, University Science Malaysia 



7

Keynote Speech I
Researching the Digital World: Language, Ethics, and the 

Researcher as Insider

Prof. Carmen Lee

Department of English, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Can we collect and analyze public social media posts without the authors’ knowledge? What 
happens when the boundary between researcher and participant becomes blurred? And when AI 
tools can generate, translate, or summarize data in seconds, who is actually doing the research? 
These questions reflect the fundamental shifts in what counts as data, who counts as a 
participant, and what responsibilities researchers take on in digitally mediated research 
contexts, and they rarely have straightforward answers. This talk explores the ethical 
considerations and challenges of researching language and communication in digital media, 
drawing on the Association of Internet Researchers (AoIR) ethics framework and case studies 
from my own qualitative and interview-based linguistic research across multiple platforms over 
the past 20 years.

Central to the discussion is the distinction between text-focused and practice-focused research 
designs, and what this means for decisions about data collection, sampling, ethics, and the 
representation of participants. The talk also addresses researcher positionality, specifically, 
what it means to study communities and platforms in which one is also an active participant, 
and how this insider perspective simultaneously enriches and complicates the research process. 
Rather than offering a prescriptive set of guidelines, the talk proposes that ethical decision-
making in digital media research is best understood as an ongoing, reflexive practice, one that 
must be responsive to the specific contexts, participants, and platform culture and affordances 
under study. The talk aims to equip emerging scholars across disciplines with a critical and 
practical framework for thinking through the ethical dimensions of their own research projects 
involving digitally mediated interaction.

Bio:

Carmen Lee is Professor in the Department of English at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
and co‑Editor‑in‑Chief of the journal Discourse, Context & Media. Her research focuses on 
digital discourse, digital multilingualism, and online verbal aggression. Her recent publications 
include the second edition of Language Online (Routledge, 2026), Doxxing Discourse (CUP, 
2026), and Researching Language and Social Media (Routledge, 2022). Her current projects 
examine the interplay between online and offline linguistic landscapes.
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Keynote Speech II
How I discovered transdisciplinarity and developed the 

Nature-Knowledge-Values framework

Dr. Klaus Colanero

General Education Foundation Programme, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

In this talk, I present how I discovered the necessity of a transdisciplinary approach in my 
teaching and how, consequently, I have developed a transdisciplinary analytical framework to 
investigate the complex issues involved in the course I teach. Such a course requires students 
and teachers to reflect on the human endeavour to understand and deal with nature through the 
reading and discussion of excerpts from classics of natural philosophy and science. Most of the 
issues that are presented or emerge from those texts exist before and regardless of the various 
relevant disciplines. For example, whether there is a purpose in natural phenomena, or what is 
the nature of the human being are well-defined questions regardless of specific disciplines such 
as theology, physics, genetics or neuroscience, not to mention problems about our relationship 
with other living organisms. I show how such a view helps to clarify the distinction between 
trans- and inter- disciplinarity.

The Nature-Knowledge-Values (NKV) framework, which was initially developed to address 
my perceived lack of a "discipline" in the course I was teaching, is based on the reasonable 
heuristic assumption that any problem – particularly complex transdisciplinary ones – can be 
analysed from the point of view of (1) human beliefs or assumptions about nature (Nature - 
ontological aspects), (2) how to know and our representation of things (Knowledge - epistemic 
aspects), and (3) human values (Values – axiological aspects) and the interactions between 
these three fundamental aspects.

Besides describing the details of such a framework, I will explain how it can be used for 
pedagogical purposes and for transdisciplinary research. In particular, I will present three 
applications of the NKV framework to teaching and research: (1) in my teaching practice for 
designing fine-tuned discussion questions, essay topics, and surveys with a specific pedagogical 
purpose, (2) for a three-year research project on literature and science, and (3) in my work with 
two Special Interest Groups (SIG) of the European Science Education Research Association 
(ESERA), i.e. the Science-Health-Environment SIG, and the Futures-Oriented Science 
Education SIG.
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Bio:

Dr. Klaus Colanero is a lecturer in the General Education Foundation Programme at The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), where he has taught the mandatory "In Dialogue 
with Nature" course since January 2012. With a strong academic background in both physics – 
holding a PhD in Physics from CUHK with research on dynamical hadron bag models – and a 
master’s-level background in the philosophy of science (University of Florence, 2012), his 
research interests and teaching focus on the intersection of science education, the relationship 
between science and values/religion, and the philosophy of physics.
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Theme 1: Stories & Symbols
Universality or Totality?: The Two Crowds of Le Bon, 1895–

1924

YANG Shanyi

Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Writing in the 1890s, Gustave Le Bon’s seminal work The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind
is a founding work on the psychology of masses. Postcolonial scholarship commonly critiques 
its pseudoscientific outlook, outdated methods, and white supremacist rhetoric. Underlying this 
reading is the conflation of “universality” and “totality,” two concepts central to postcolonial 
and social critique of European modernity. However, this conflation not only upholds 
Enlightenment-style scientism and linearity of progress but also collapses the anticolonial 
potential of egalitarian theorizing into the epistemological and ontological frameworks that 
sustain colonial hierarchies. Adopting the method of Foucaultian genealogy and language of 
Thomas Kuhn, this essay integrates otherwise distant fields such as intellectual history, critical 
theory, social psychology, sociology, evolutionary biology, psychoanalysis, and philosophy of 
science. It first explains Le Bon’s scientific paradigm with Newtonian law-centric paradigm as 
the foundation of both universal and total readings. It then delineates the afterlives of Le Bon’s 
crowd psychology in Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalysis and Floyd H. Allport’s social 
psychology – foundational texts in emerging European and American disciplines – and 
contrasting them, this paper argues that while critiques of Le Bon’s complicity with colonial 
domination are valid, from Le Bon there are two possible readings – a pessimistic 
“universality” that exposes Enlightenment ideals as masking a generalized anti-Enlightenment 
condition, and an optimistic, assimilationist “totality” that preserves those ideals by displacing 
their constitutive Other onto a peripheral elsewhere. Ultimately, this essay demonstrates that 
even within Le Bon’s work, an anticolonial potential persists and must be analytically 
distinguished from its complicity with colonial discourse.

Keywords: Gustave Le Bon, fin de siècle, Sigmund Freud, Floyd H. Allport, early psychology
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Artificial Intelligence vs. Actual Imagination: Who holds the 
brush? Redefining Authorship in AI-Assisted Art

SAVIORICH, Griffith

School of Biomedical Engineering, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

With the rapid growth of generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) into visual media has 
triggered massive debate regarding artistic authorship, creativity, and ethical data practices. 
This paper investigates whether algorithmic outputs can constitute genuine hand-drawn art and 
examines how authorship should be defined in AI-assisted workflows. Hence, through a 
practice-based project and an empirical survey, this study contrasts human-created artworks 
with AI-generated counterparts. However, to ensure ethical compliance, AI images were 
produced using detailed descriptive prompts rather than direct image-to-image training. The 
data comprises a comparative visual project featuring collaborative works from eight different 
digital artists and survey responses from 25 participants, alongside documented iterative AI 
generation logs. The findings reveal a strong consensus that the authenticity in art is deeply 
rooted inside a human’s consciousness, by experience and intentional expressions. Respondents 
uniformly reject the classification of AI prompters as “artists”, in which redefines the roles of 
directors or curators within a derivative pipeline. In addition, the study documents the persistent 
logical and compositional failures in AI outputs, demonstrating the indispensable nature of 
human creation, critique and narrative framework. Therefore, the research argues that true 
authorship cannot be delegated to systems that are built on non-consensual data appropriation, 
which advocates for copyright protections, ethical training standards, and conscious cultural 
patronage to safeguard human creative agency.

Keywords: Generative AI; Artistic Authorship; Creative Ethics; Copyright Infringements; 
Human Intentionality
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Platform Affordances and Communities of Practice: A 
Comparative Analysis of Chinese RPGs Communities on 

TikTok and X
CAM Xuan Nhi, KHONG Lan Huong, BUI Nguyen Khanh Nhi

School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR

Introduction

The global rise of Chinese role‑playing games (RPGs) has brought rapidly growing 
transnational fan communities on social media. Yet how the technological architectures of 
different platforms shape these communities remains underexplored. This study bridges 
organisational learning theory and human‑computer interaction by applying Wenger’s 
Communities of Practice (CoP) framework and platform affordance theory. It conducts a 
comparative content analysis of the international fandom of Honkai: Star Rail, as the case study 
of Chinese RPGs, on TikTok and X.

Preliminary Study

Method

A preliminary study was conducted to pre‑test the theoretical framework and 
operationalisation. Data were collected over a single week (March 24–30, 2026), yielding N = 
70 posts (35 per platform). Three CoP dimensions were examined: domain (proportion of 
on‑topic content), community (mutual engagement via author replies, information sharing, 
calls‑to‑action), and practice (frequency and diversity of in‑group references).

Results

Both platforms sustained a strong shared domain (100% on‑topic content). Platform 
affordances produced distinct CoP configurations: X's text‑first, hashtag‑driven architecture 
fostered deeper mutual engagement, more structured information sharing, and more frequent 
calls‑to‑action; TikTok's algorithm‑driven, audiovisual interface enabled a denser and more 
diverse shared repertoire of fan language and memes.

Full Study

These preliminary findings are exploratory and based on a limited sample. For the official 
research, we will collect a substantially expanded dataset over two weeks, increasing the 
sample to N = 420 posts (210 per platform). The coding scheme will be refined based on 
insights from the pre‑test, and inter‑coder reliability will be formally established.

Contribution

By extending CoP theory to algorithmically driven platforms, this research offers empirical 
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evidence of how platform architectures shape global digital communities. It also provides 
strategic insights for game developers and cultural policymakers seeking to engage 
international audiences.

Keywords: Organisational learning theory; Communities of Practice; Human-computer 
interaction; Platform affordances; Chinese RPGs
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The Artistic Style of Dunhuang Mural Painting for Manjusri 
Bodhisattva in the Western Xia Dynasty

TONG Wing Yan

Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

This essay presents three research methods. They are visual analysis, iconographic analysis and 
comparative art history. It studies Western Xia Manjusri murals in Yulin Caves 2, 3 and 29. The 
research uses a transdisciplinary framework. It combines art history, religious studies and 
political history. It explores important historical factors. These factors include state-sponsored 
Buddhism, cross-cultural exchanges and social responses to wars. These factors together 
shaped the murals’ images and painting techniques.

It focuses on the iconography and visual characteristics of Manjusri Bodhisattva. It identifies 
his most important formal features. The green mural style uses malachite and azurite. It creates 
a solemn and ethereal background for the bodhisattva. Painters employ folded‑reed lines and 
double outlining to render the bodhisattva’s figure, robes, and landscape. These techniques 
carefully depict Manjusri’s figure, clothes and landscape. Manjusri also shows distinct Chinese 
stylistic features. He wears a cloud‑carved crown and silk cassock. He holds a sacred ruyi 
scepter and rides a green lion. These elements carry traditional Chinese cultural and religious 
meanings.

It argues that the Western Xia court strategically deployed a specifically Chinese style Manjusri. 
This choice served dual political purposes. The first purpose was to project imperial authority 
through the bodhisattva's wisdom symbolism. The second purpose was to offer spiritual 
consolation during recurring wars with the Mongols and Jin. The green lion motif played a key 
role. It evoked Chinese royal procession imagery. It also translated martial power into Buddhist 
legitimacy.

The findings improve research on Dunhuang and Silk Road art. They move beyond simple 
stylistic descriptions. They link visual choices to political and religious strategies. They explain 
the religious and historical background of Western Xia Buddhist art. These murals are 
important parts of China’s cave art heritage.

Keywords: Manjushri Bodhisattva, Western Xia Dynasty, Yulin Cave murals, Chinese artistic 
style, Green mural painting technique
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From Subject to Dividual: Control and Fragmentation in 
Algorithmic Media

LI Xiyan

Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

This paper examines contemporary media environments as sites of control, drawing on Gilles 
Deleuze’s concept of power as a continuous “modulation” rather than Foucault’s model of 
institutional enclosure. In digitally mediated contexts, control operates through open-ended 
systems—such as algorithmic architectures and predictive interfaces—that continuously shape 
and redirect action rather than restrict it. While theorists like Byung-Chul Han characterize this 
shift as a matter of voluntary self-optimization, this paper argues that such accounts overstate 
the coherence of the contemporary subject. Instead, by analyzing the design of recommendation 
feeds, specifically features such as predictive autoplay, merit-based visibility rankings, and 
engagement metrics on professional platforms like LinkedIn (e.g., profile visibility scores, 
connection recommendations, and activity-based ranking), this paper demonstrates how 
algorithmic systems function as digital extensions of the modern corporation. Unlike the rigid 
factory model of disciplinary societies, which molded individuals into a single productive mass, 
the corporate algorithm operates “like a gas,” dispersing power through a numerical language 
of passwords and access codes. Users are addressed not as coherent identities, but as 
fragmented data points, or dividuals.

Ultimately, what sustains user engagement is not a stable sense of meaning, but the continuous 
modulation of content based on these shifting signals. Power no longer functions by enforcing 
rules or shaping beliefs, but by managing a fragmented and unresolvable flow of information. 
The paper therefore proposes a shift away from models of power centered on the “optimized 
self,” toward an understanding of control as the algorithmic administration of disorientation.  

Keywords: Dividual; Modulation; Control; Algorithmic Architecture
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The Influence of Emojis on Perceived Formality in Cantonese 
Instagram Posts

NG Hoi Man

School of Humanities, Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Cantonese users largely write in written Chinese (書面語) but speak in Cantonese. Written 
Chinese is often perceived as more formal, and vice versa for Cantonese. However, along with 
the rise of social media, written Cantonese has become popular, especially in the informal 
social media context. In computer-mediated communication, emojis have also become 
common within online written content, which is an example of code-mixing. For instance, 
social media users use certain emojis to represent certain characters. This study examines 
whether the use of emojis affects the perceived formality of the audience in a combined 
approach of qualitative and quantitative study. Using ethnography as a method, I observed 10 
Cantonese posts on Instagram in detail for the qualitative part. For the quantitative part, a 
survey was done to ask respondents to rate the formality of these posts on a Likert Scale. The 
results show that emojis reduce formality, mainly for a few reasons: emojis increase the sense 
of personalization, expressiveness, and personal style, which are characteristics that usually do 
not occur in formal texts.

Keywords: computer-mediated communication, Cantonese, sociolinguistics, pragmatics, 
code-mixing
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A Comparative Study of Fox Legends in Chinese and Japanese 
Mythology

ZHANG Haang Yui

Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Foxes hold a significant place in both Chinese and Japanese mythology. They are often seen as 
mysterious animals endowed with wisdom, supernatural powers, and the ability to change 
shape. This paper presents a comparative study of fox legends in China and Japan. Adopting a 
transdisciplinary approach that draws on knowledge from literature, history, religious studies, 
and cultural studies, it employs comparative textual analysis combined with historical-cultural 
analysis as its core methodology. The paper first examines the early fox legends in China. In the 
Shan Hai Jing, the nine-tailed fox appears as a sign of luck and a symbol of kingship. During 
the Han dynasty, however, its image started to change, and it gradually became a demonic 
figure associated with seduction and trouble. Daji is the most well-known example. Originally 
human, she was possessed by a fox spirit, and her seduction of King Zhou led to the fall of the 
Shang dynasty. The paper then turns to Japanese fox legends. Tamamo no Mae is a famous 
Japanese fox figure whose story is very similar to that of Daji. In Japan, however, the fox is 
understood differently. Foxes are linked to Inari, the god of rice and business, and are seen as 
sacred messengers and protectors. Thus, the fox in Japan is associated more with blessing than 
with harm. The paper also investigates modern fox worship. In Hong Kong and Taiwan, people 
pray to fox spirits for marriage and good luck, while in Japan many stores maintain small fox 
shrines for business success. This shows that old myths are still alive today. Through this 
comparison, the paper finds that Chinese fox legends focus more on the demonic side, whereas 
Japanese ones focus more on the sacred side. The study thus helps us understand how myths 
travel and change across culture.

Keywords: Chinese mythology; Japanese mythology; Fox legends; Cross-cultural comparison; 
Transdisciplinary mythology studies
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Theme 2: Identity & Institution
A Transdisciplinary Reassessment of the Inadequacy of the 

Application of Proportionality in Competition Law 
Enforcement Pursuant to the Broadcasting Ordinance in 

Television Broadcasts Limited v Communications Authority 
[2016] 2 HKLRD 41

TONG Clementine

Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

This paper provides a transdisciplinary reassessment of the systemic inadequacies in 
competition law enforcement within the Hong Kong broadcasting sector, specifically 
examining the landmark case of Television Broadcasts Limited v Communications Authority. 
Methodologically, this paper employs a doctrinal examination of the development of 
proportionality in Hong Kong and UK jurisprudence; a comparative analysis contrasting the 
four-stage Tesco framework with the Hysan stricto sensu balancing exercise; and a normative 
evaluation informed by competition economics to assess the Communications Authority’s (CA) 
regulatory governance structure. This study evaluates the CA enforcement regime by arguing 
that the CA’s dual mandate as both a policy maker and an impartial adjudicator creates a 
structural overlap that undermines objective impartiality and risks regulatory overreach. The 
analysis centers on the development of the proportionality principle in Hong Kong, contrasting 
the four-stage framework derived from the UK case of Tesco plc v Competition Commission 
with the stricto sensu balancing test later anchored in Hysan Development Co Ltd v Town 
Planning Board. The paper contends that under both the Tesco and Hysan frameworks, the CA’s 
remedial measures, namely the blanket prohibition on TVB’s restrictive contractual clauses, 
were disproportionate and exceeded the necessity required to address the identified anti-
competitive harm.

Then, the study explores the normative difficulty of applying the fourth step in Hysan within 
the complex dynamics of a bifurcated broadcasting market. Despite the nuances, the paper 
concludes that the Hysan framework is conceptually attuned to the unique requirements of the 
broadcasting industry, offering a necessary mechanism to ensure that regulatory interventions 
do not inadvertently stifle the global competitiveness of local industry players.

Keywords: Transdisciplinary Law, Administrative Law, Competition Law Enforcement, 
Science and Technology and Big Data, Global Issues
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Regional Competition in China's Decentralized Governance 
System: Institutional Arrangements and Implications for 

Provincial Autonomy

KOBZEVA Viktoriia
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This study examines the mechanisms of regional competition among Chinese provinces within 
the decentralized governance system and empirically assesses how different competitive 
instruments affect provincial economic autonomy (or fiscal self-sufficiency). The relevance of 
this research derives from the need to understand the effectiveness of China's state apparatus, 
the interaction between central and regional authorities, and the ways in which the central 
government creates incentive and reward systems for regional officials. China’s experience 
with decentralized governance based on regional competition may offer valuable lessons for 
other countries.

While existing literature extensively documents the functioning of de facto federalism in 
China’s political and economic system, most studies focus on the degree of local policy 
autonomy and vertical central–provincial interactions. This study shifts the focus to horizontal 
provincial competition for political and economic preferences from the center, examining the 
relationship between provincial competitiveness and fiscal autonomy, as well as the 
institutional mechanisms designed to stimulate and sustain rivalry. Among the key findings, we 
can note that competition mechanisms are not universal and most likely correspond to a certain 
level of economic development, that is, for example, the growth of GRP will be a significant 
instrument of competition that affects economic independence, up to a certain point, after which 
it will be necessary to improve the development model.

Empirically, this study offers original calculations using panel data from the last 15 years. The 
selection of independent variables is directly informed by the competition mechanisms 
analysed in this study. Methodologically, we employ case studies, historical-genetic analysis, 
and panel regression with fixed effects to account for time-invariant provincial characteristics 
(geography, historical legacies).  

Keywords: Regional competition, fiscal decentralization, provincial autonomy, institutional 
mechanisms, China
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When the Caravel Meets the Junk: Europe, China, and 
Modernity, 1200-1850

LAM Ka Yu
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The first official maritime encounter between Europe and China was in 1517, when Portuguese 
caravels arrived in Canton. It is a symbolic moment of the East and West starting to interact, 
which this essay argues is the process from which modernity came, as it challenges the 
Eurocentric narrative of its origin by arguing that modern state power emerged from a fusion of 
Chinese bureaucratic rationality with European expansionist ambitions, rather than as a purely 
European invention. This research employs a multidisciplinary approach, integrating 
comparative historical analysis, political theory, and cognitive philosophy across the period 
1200-1850. Drawing on James Scott's concept of state legibility and Daniel Dennett's 
philosophical narrativism, this study defines modernity as a narrative organising space, 
comprising people and exchange, through administrative simplification, reframing it as a socio-
political and narrative process rather than merely a technological advancement.

Primary sources, including Chinese official histories and Confucian classics, as well as 
secondary sources, are used extensively to examine the development of Eurasian trade and 
colonial state formation. This research demonstrates that Europe developed expansionist 
maritime capabilities driven by fiscal-military states and commercial ambition, whereas Ming 
China perfected inward-looking bureaucratic techniques, including mass examinations and 
censuses. The encounter symbolises the eventual convergence of these distinct modernities: 
Western colonial powers later adopted Chinese bureaucratic methods but redirected them 
toward imperial extraction rather than domestic stability, creating the modern colonial or 
modern state apparatus.

Keywords: Modernity, Simplification, State Legibility, Narratives, Convergence
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A Transdisciplinary Analysis of China’s ‘Yang gang’ PE 
Reform, Relational Gender, and Embodied Identity

ZENG Fange
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This study investigates how China's 2021 “Yang gang” (masculine resilience) physical 
education (PE) reform shapes gendered embodiment and identity negotiation among students. 
Integrating Louie’s Wen-Wu (文武) paradigm with Connell’s hegemonic masculinity, this 
research theorizes the reform as a strategic re-emergence of Wu (physical vigor) within a 
historically Wen-dominated (scholarly) examination culture. The study adopts a 
transdisciplinary framework that bridges macro-level policy discourse with micro-level lived 
experiences through Bourdieu’s capital conversion and Butler’s performativity.The 
methodology employs a dual-stage design: first, a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 
deconstructs the somaticized redefinition of Yang gang zhi qi in state policy; second, qualitative 
in-depth interviews with 10th-grade students capture diverse narratives stratified by their 
“physical capital” (PE scores).Contrary to the assumption that the reform reinforces traditional 
gender binaries, findings reveal a complex “degendering” effect driven by examination-
oriented pragmatism. To secure academic mobility, female students strategically perform “Yang 
gang” traits—toughness and perseverance—thereby challenging the masculine monopoly on 
Wu qualities. This suggests that in high-stakes settings, students negotiate their identities 
primarily as “exam-survivors,” where the accumulation of cultural capital (exam scores) 
overrides conventional gendered expectations. By bringing Bourdieu and Butler into dialogue, 
this study illustrates how bodily effort is converted into institutionalized capital, redefining 
“Yang gang” as a gender-neutral academic requirement rather than a purely male virtue. 
Ultimately, the research provides a nuanced understanding of how state power and indigenous 
cultural paradigms reconstruct youth identities in contemporary China.

Keywords: Yang gang Reform; Embodiment; Degendering; Examination Culture; 
Transdisciplinarity
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The Faithful Sweetheart: Oh, of course I will take care of our 
veterans!

HO Jo Wei

School of Humanities (History) and School of English, Faculty Arts, The University of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong SAR

One key aspect of war is the question of rehabilitation- how are soldiers expected to return to 
society, pretending as if they did not see their comrades die in front of them and bombs going 
off next to them? One way the United States addressed the concern of grooming fine American 
men back into society is through fine American women and their dutifulness and gentleness. 
This phenomenon appears not only in actual government policies during the aftermath of both 
WW1 and WW2, but additionally in movies popular during that time: Gold Diggers of 1933 
(1933) and The Best Years of Our Lives (1946). This paper aims to answer the question of why 
women remain an important plot point in media navigating the veteran question through a study 
of the portrayal of women in the two films as well as providing additional historical context. 

By closely analysing the portrayal of female characters in relation to traumatised veterans in the 
two films coupled with real-life historical cases of women being utilised in rehabilitation, this 
study argues that the portrayal of women as doting unconditional caretakers to veterans 
occupying the domestic space reinforces gender structures and roles as well as the idea that 
women need a man. This helps restore a damaged masculinity and destabilised social order 
post-war. The paper utilises both a film studies and historical lens, revealing the way women 
are diminished from dealing with their war-time trauma and used for their emotional labour for 
men’s benefits.

This study hopes to force us to reconsider how we can challenge gendered expectations of one’s 
role not only on the battlefield but beyond and after it, and question whether women should be 
placed with the burden of rehabilitation when their own needs for it are ignored.

Keywords: Rehabilitation; Emotional labour; The veteran problem; Gold Diggers of 1933;  
The Best Years of Our Lives
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Belonging Across Cultures: The Moderating Role of 
Nationality in the Association between Ostracism and 

Loneliness among Emerging Adults in Hong Kong and South 
Korea

HWANG Soo Lin, CAO Hongjian, WANG Shaofan
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Background and Objectives: Ostracism is a social stressor associated with adverse 
psychological outcomes, such as loneliness, depression, and anxiety. Despite these findings, 
there has been a lack of research on how social and cultural contexts can moderate this 
relationship, particularly in collectivistic cultures. Hong Kong and S. Korea were selected 
because, despite both regions being categorized as collectivistic societies, they differ in social 
norms and relationship dynamics. Therefore, this research aims to examine how ostracism 
affects loneliness, depression, and anxiety, and how nationality, specifically S. Korea and Hong 
Kong, moderates these relationships.

Method: A total of 311 emerging adults (142 males, 169 females) from both S. Korea and Hong 
Kong completed an online survey. SPSS PROCESS Macro was used to analyze the moderation 
effect.

Result: Ostracism showed a significant positive effect on all three variables: loneliness, 
depression, and anxiety. The moderation analysis revealed that nationality moderated the 
relationship between ostracism and loneliness, where the effect of ostracism on loneliness was 
stronger among Korean individuals.

Implications: The stronger response of loneliness among Korean respondents experiencing 
ostracism may reflect distinct cultural and social norms around rejection and belonging. These 
findings suggest that “collectivistic culture” does not form a single framework, demonstrating 
that national culture affects individuals’ responses to experiences of ostracism. These findings 
demonstrate how cultural context shapes psychological responses to ostracism, highlighting the 
importance of adjusting interventions according to cultural and regional contexts.

Keywords: Ostracism, loneliness, cross-cultural comparison, nationality, emerging adults
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Exploring the Impact of Web3 NFT–DeFi on Youth 
Participation in Hong Kong’s Cultural Industry

CHAN Chun Tat
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Hong Kong SAR

Hong Kong’s local cultural industry is challenged by youth disengagement, insufficient creator 
monetization, low asset liquidity and lack of trusted authentication. Existing studies have 
explored NFT applications in cultural heritage, yet research on integrating NFT with DeFi 
mechanisms to boost youth cultural participation in Hong Kong’s local cultural industry 
remains insufficient. Enhancing youth engagement with local culture via Web3 technologies 
has become an important research direction. This mixed conceptual-empirical study aims to 
investigate how Web3 NFT-DeFi solutions improve youth cultural participation and revitalize 
the local cultural industry. It designs a decentralized trading platform with physical–digital 
binding for provenance, fractional ownership and staking to lower participation barriers, and 
smart contracts for automatic creator royalties. A minimum viable product will be developed, 
and technical, economic, operational and legal feasibility will be evaluated. Empirical data will 
be collected through youth surveys and collaborations with cultural creators. This study is 
expected to identify key barriers to youth participation, quantify the incentive effects of NFT-
DeFi mechanisms, validate the platform’s practical effects, and provide a replicable Web3 
paradigm for cultural digitization to support the sustainable development of Hong Kong’s 
cultural industry.

Keywords: Web3; NFT-DeFi; Youth Cultural Participation; Hong Kong Cultural Industry; 
Digital Cultural Heritage
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Perspectives, Ethics and Values of Senior Medical Students at 
a South African University Regarding Health Services for 

Foreign Nationals
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Background: Medical students are confronted in their clinical training with differential 
approaches to foreign nationals in rendering health services. Some of these approaches may be 
described as “medical xenophobia” entailing discriminatory practices towards foreign 
nationals, which may undermine individual health outcomes, weaken public health systems, 
and even violate professional ethical principles. Medical students may share the view that these 
practices constitute xenophobia, yet they are also confronted with arguments that justify the 
differential approaches to foreign nationals whether discriminatory or requiring services 
specially dedicate to them. So confronted, perspectives of medical students regarding the 
rendering of health services to foreign nationals are further shaped by their personal values, 
ethics and cultural sensitivity training, and their professional commitments currently and as 
future physicians. However, what their resulting perspectives are about, including their 
underpinning values, nothing has been reported before.

Aim: The aim of the study is to examine qualitatively the perspectives and values of senior 
medical students at a South African university regarding the rendering of healthcare services 
for foreign nationals.

Methods: Using a qualitative case study design, the study was conducted among MBChB IV–
VI students recruited through convenience, purposive, and snowball sampling at a South 
African University. Data sources included semi-structured in-depth individual interviews and 
autobiographical essays. Self-reported demographic descriptions was used for contextual 
interpretation. Interviews were transcribed, and the resulting text segmented, coded by open 
and theoretical coding for respectively yielding thematic and typological analyses of the 
perspectives and the underpinning values.

Expected contributions/preliminary findings: thematic analysis revealed several key 
perspectives. Participants affirmed their commitment to the Hippocratic Oath, expressing an 
intention to provide care to all patients in need. Challenges arising from language barriers were 
identified, particularly with patients from countries such as Malawi who were unable to 
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understand or speak any of South Africa's official languages, thereby impairing the provision of 
adequate care. Resource constraints were noted, with participants indicating that existing 
shortages were further strained by the additional demands of treating foreign nationals. A sense 
of shame was expressed regarding the treatment of foreign nationals by some healthcare 
professionals. Finally, participants emphasised governmental responsibility, advocating for 
improved resource allocation to ensure equitable access to care for all patients, including 
foreign nationals.

Keywords: Medical xenophobia; South Africa; value-based practice
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“Could be worse, could be better”: Trans Students’ 
Experiences in Hong Kong Secondary Schools

LUI Chin Yeung
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Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Trans students refer to those whose gender does not align with their assigned gender at birth or 
who go beyond traditional binary gender norms. Their visibility, both locally and globally, has 
been increasing in recent years. However, their direct voices narrating their own embodied 
experiences as current secondary school students are largely missing, especially within the 
Hong Kong context. This study, therefore, sheds light on their schooling experiences by raising 
the following research question: What are the student experiences of trans students in secondary 
schools in Hong Kong across the key domains of social interaction, academic learning, school 
policy, and identity construction? Using the qualitative critical phenomenological approach, six 
current secondary school students enrolled in schools in Hong Kong who self-identify with the 
terms trans, transgender, or gender-nonconforming were interviewed. Five themes emerge from 
the findings: 1) Negotiating Disclosure – coming out to some but not all people; 2) Included in, 
Included out – socially included and/or excluded; 3) Curriculum Exclusion – physically and/or 
emotionally excluded from school curricula; 4) Institutional Injustices – experiencing unjust 
treatment by schools; 5) Broader Systemic Challenges – acknowledging that the social 
environment is unfriendly. These themes highlight how critical phenomenology can be used to 
further the analysis of local students’ experiences, countering the deficient discourses of purely 
quantitative or qualitative research in sociology and social work. Another implication of the 
study is the importance of doing research by the community for the community. Responding to 
the call for a trans studies in education, I argue that immediate action must be taken to resolve 
injustices perpetuated against trans students.

Keywords: Trans students; Hong Kong secondary schools; Student experience; Critical 
phenomenology; Education
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To What Extent Do Employment Opportunities Shape U-turn 
Migration in Japan Relative to Non-economic Factors?

CHAN Sin Ying
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This paper examines the role of employment opportunities in affecting U-turn migration (Uタ
ーン), which refers to returns to one’s rural hometown after living in a major city (JapanDict., 
n.d.). This issue relates to the UN SDG 11 of Sustainable cities and community by spatial 
inequality caused by factors including ageing population, rural depopulation, and regional 
revitalization efforts. Current research emphasizes the significance of employment and income, 
while this study argues that the relative importance of employment has declined over time since 
the non-economic factors are increasingly influencing U-turn decisions. 

To demonstrate that, this study uses an interdisciplinary and secondary mixed-methods 
approach combining quantitative statistics and qualitative case studies in Osakikamĳima Town 
and Kumamoto Prefecture, and integrates demography, sociology, and policy analysis to 
explore how the economic and social factors interact over time for the U-turn decision. It 
mainly analyses the internal migration pattern based on the 2020 population census by the 
Statistics Bureau of Japan, and annual data of Social Indicators by Prefecture from 2015 to 2026 
by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 

Key findings are that the non-economic factors such as family responsibilities, as well as a 
preference for work-life balance, lower urban stress, and more diverse lifestyles, have become 
more significant factors than economic factors of employment and income disparities. The 
economic factors may continue to affect migration decisions, but have become less decisive in 
recent years, which may be associated with the effectiveness of policy incentives, such as 
uneven subsidies and remote-work support, and limited local employment quality. This paper 
finally contributes to the issues of counter-urbanization in aging societies by concluding with 
targeted policy recommendations for Japan, including improving living conditions, childcare, 
and community infrastructure, alongside job creation.

Keywords: U-turn migration, counter-urbanization, regional revitalization, spatial inequality, 
SDG11
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Theme 3: Governance & Growth
Exploring Climate-Focused ESG and Corporate Sustainable 

Development Under Global Warming

YE Xuanfei

Faculty of Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

Global warming has become common challenges to global economic and social development 
which highlighting the importance of ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance). As core 
players in carbon emissions and economic activities, enterprises' success in low-carbon 
transformation directly impacts climate governance, ecological security, and long-term social 
stability. Traditional ESG research is broad and prone to deviating from the climate theme, 
failing to accurately address the real-world governance needs and considerations arising from 
global warming. Therefore, this paper focuses on a climate-oriented ESG perspective, 
exploring three main areas: Environmental (E) low-carbon emission reduction, Climate-related 
social responsibility (S), and Climate governance and carbon emission disclosure (G), 
effectively addressing the fragmentation of existing research. Using global warming as a 
macro-context and grounded in corporate ESG practices, this paper selects leading companies 
across multiple industries as analysis subjects, employing a comprehensive approach including 
literature review, case studies and quantitative descriptive statistics. It delves into the common 
challenges faced by enterprises in driving low-carbon transformation through ESG, such as 
high transformation costs, insufficient motivation for SMEs to participate, and inadequate 
climate-related ESG disclosure. Research results indicate that scientifically sound and 
standardized climate-oriented ESG practices can effectively reduce corporate climate 
management risks, steadily advance low-carbon transformation, and thus help alleviate climate 
pressure and maintain stable socio-economic operation. Based on this, this paper, from the core 
perspective of enterprises, proposes optimized pathways that prioritize enterprises' self-
improvement in quality and efficiency, supplemented by external support and collaboration. 
These pathways aim to improve the implementation standards of climate-oriented ESG, 
facilitate enterprises' smooth progress in full-process low-carbon transformation, and balance 
climate risk prevention and long-term sustainable operation. The research findings provide 
analytical and practical references for enterprises to scientifically fulfill their climate 
responsibilities and enhance their sustainable operation capabilities under dual-carbon 
objectives, thereby slowing down global warming and promoting sustainable development.

Keywords: Global warming; Climate change; Climate-oriented ESG; Enterprise low-carbon 
transformation; Sustainable development
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Urbanization and Carbon Emission in China: A Geographical 
Analysis
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As the world’s largest carbon emitter, understanding what factors drive these emissions is 
crucial. This essay investigates the extent to which urbanisation and carbon emissions are 
linked in China and what policies should be prioritised for emission reduction. Using statistical 
regression analysis of provincial data from 2021 and 2023, the paper finds a statistically 
significant positive correlation between urbanisation and carbon emissions. By contrast, service 
sector dominance shows a strong negative correlation with emissions. The quantitative results 
are then followed by qualitative analysis of China’s post Reform development, green energy 
investment and agricultural sector. This essay concludes that despite the link between 
urbanisation and carbon emissions, a narrow focus on urbanisation as the sole cause is 
insufficient. China should adopt a regionally differentiated strategy, promoting green energy, 
decarbonising agriculture, and reducing emissions across all sectors (even the service sector), 
rather than focusing only on heavy industry. The findings highlight the difficulty of balancing 
development and sustainability in a country as diverse as China.

Keywords: CO2; Urbanisation; Green Energy; China; Service Sector
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Crowdsourced data is increasingly vital for urban disaster management, yet its objectivity as a 
proxy for actual demand remains controversial. This study proposes a transdisciplinary 
framework integrating environmental justice theory, counterfactual statistical simulation, and 
constrained spatial optimization, using the flooding-related 311 complaint data in New York 
City during Hurricane Ida as a case study, aiming to explore big data biases in post-disaster 
relief signals and optimize resource allocation. Utilizing interactive regression analysis, we 
identify that Social Vulnerability (SVI) significantly attenuates the relationship between 
physical flood exposure and complaint behavior, revealing a pronounced “Silent Gap” in which 
highly vulnerable communities exhibit a diminished tendency to signal for help despite 
experiencing more severe disaster impacts. To rectify this systemic bias, we developed a 
counterfactual simulation framework to simulate a scenario where socioeconomic status no 
longer limits one's ability to seek help, thereby reconstructing an equitable demand weight. This 
de-biased demand weight was subsequently integrated into a network-based Location-
Allocation model, which uniquely incorporates high-resolution physical flood barriers to 
ensure service accessibility during inundation. Using a 15-minute walking threshold as the 
service, the model accurately identified 50 optimal Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs) 
locations from the New York City Public Library and the high school system, achieving a deep 
integration of social justice attributes and logistical feasibility in extreme environments. Our 
findings illuminate a “signal-justice” paradox, wherein the reliance on raw digital signals 
converts pre-existing socioeconomic disparities into spatial misalignments of disaster relief, 
and challenge the widespread reliance on spontaneously crowdsourced data in urban 
management. Furthermore, the proposed allocation model based on equitable demands weight 
provides decision-making support for building resilient cities that combine fairness and 
robustness.

Keywords: Urban Resilience; Environmental Justice; Algorithmic Fairness; Big Data 
Analytics; Network Optimization
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A Snapshot of Bacterial Evolution: Reversion of Tetracycline 
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Antibiotic resistance poses major threats to public health globally. Due to high occupancy and 
frequent use, the surface microbiome of the MTR transit system offers insights into microbial 
evolution to antibiotic use and potential health threats. This study characterized the antibiotic 
resistance profiles of ten bacterial isolates collected from Hong Kong MTR cabins against eight 
common antibiotics.  A notable trend of declining tetracycline resistance alongside persistent 
resistance to sulfamethoxazole correlating with contemporary antibiotic usage was 
demonstrated, tentatively suggesting reverse evolution of antimicrobial resistance as a 
hypothesis for further study. Furthermore, spatiotemporal analysis reveals that antibiotic 
resistance varies between morning and evening commutes, suggesting a potential influence of 
shifting human demographics on resistance profiles observed. By linking bacterial resistance 
patterns to commuter mobility and urban behavior, this illustrates how microbiological and 
sociological dynamics should be investigated together when addressing antimicrobial 
resistance concerns in densely populated cities such as Hong Kong. Despite the limitations of 
a small student laboratory sample size (n=10), this study is anticipated to serve as a preliminary 
study to highlight the importance of investigating reverse evolution in antimicrobial resistance 
and underscore the critical interconnection between microbial dynamics and sociology.

Keywords: Antimicrobial resistance; evolution; public transit system; human mobility
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This paper will examine construction’s role in environmental disruption, the challenges this 
brings and also the many ways to mitigate this impact and capitalise on growth opportunities. 
The construction sector accounts for roughly 39% of global carbon emissions and 30% of 
energy consumption worldwide, and yet this rarely gets reported. This paper utilises a 
qualitative approach and the analysis is divided into: sourcing of materials and the construction 
process itself. The research utilised to explore the topic involve case studies from various 
developed and developing nations, including China, India, Germany, Brazil and Kenya, in an 
aim to highlight the wide-scale impact construction has and just how central it is to the 
industries of all countries. A few key findings are identified. First, the extractivist practice of 
limestone and sand mining which are associated with natural noise and habitat pollution, water 
sources contamination, and a decline in biodiversity. What exacerbates these problems is that 
roughly only 16% of construction companies have access to their suppliers’ process, making 
accountability even more difficult. Despite these challenges there are opportunities for growth. 
Building Information Modelling (BIM) technologies have projected savings of $26 million, 
whilst reducing waste, quieter equipment has reduced noise pollution in cities, effectively 
aligning business with environment goals. Innovative solutions ranging from circular economy, 
to bamboo scaffolding also highlight the utility of sustainable alternatives. The paper concludes 
that more research should be conducted and that stakeholders should continue putting pressure 
on government officials and companies because it does yield quantifiable, meaningful change.

Keywords: Construction; emission; sustainability; extractivism
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A Study on the Potential of Agentic AI in Quantity Surveying
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Construction 4.0 has brought a paradigm shift to the quantity surveying (QS) industry. Artificial 
intelligence (AI) already has a wide range of existing applications in quantity takeoff (QTO) 
estimates, cost control, and risk management process. However, the QS profession often 
involves multi-step, rule-based and evidence-driven workflows that depend on real-time data. 
Traditional AI frameworks, including single-prompt generative AI, feature low functionality, 
reliability, and traceability in these dynamic project environments. 

This paper employs a design science research (DSR) approach to assess the potential 
application of agentic AI, an emerging framework designed to overcome these functional gaps. 
Three agentic AI workflow artefacts were designed and developed in Dify to automate routine 
tasks commonly undertaken by quantity surveyors, including three-rate bills, contract binding, 
and unit rate search. To demonstrate and evaluate the functionality, sample data were acquired 
from QS firms in private sector and used to test the artefacts with different Large Language 
Models (LLMs). The results were further compared with the performance of human 
practitioners in workshop sessions, where multiple participant groups are invited to perform the 
same tasks.

Findings reveal the high potential of agentic AI to automate repetitive, document-heavy QS 
tasks. Among the models tested, GPT-5 Mini emerged as the most reliably consistent for routine 
QS tasks. Agentic AI’s capabilities relative to human depend on the task nature. It significantly 
outperformed human participants database retrieval and manual search workflows, achieving 
near-perfect accuracy with comparable or faster completion times. In contrast, human 
partitioners still held a higher position in more complex, multi-step tasks, while LLMs 
continued to struggle with complicated data mapping. Accordingly, regular human review 
remains necessary to monitor agentic AI operation. Ultimately, Agentic AI should be positioned 
as an assistant tool for quantity surveyors, rather than fully replacing professional quantity 
surveyors.

Keywords: Agentic AI; Quantity Surveying; Design Science Research; Dify; Workflow 
Automation
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Underprivileged Primary School Students
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The project aims to develop and evaluate an online creativity training platform designed to 
cultivate creative thinking among underprivileged primary school students aged ten to twelve 
in Hong Kong. Adopting a transdisciplinary framing, the study integrates the insight from 
education, psychology, creativity studies and UI and UX design. Based on creativity research, 
the platform includes five activities – Transformation of Animals, What If…? Challenge, Word 
Association Activity, Why Did It End Up There?, and Brainstorming Task – to cultivate fluency, 
flexibility, originality, and sophistication in creative thinking. By providing free and accessible 
creativity training, the project aims to address educational inequality.

A mixed-method pilot study was conducted in two stages of fieldwork. The first stage used 
printed worksheets implementing creativity training activities with three participants to 
examine the effectiveness and feasibility of the intervention while the second fieldwork used 
the digital prototype with four participants aged ten to twelve to investigate the usability and 
effectiveness of the intervention. Creativity was assessed using the Alternative Uses Test (AUT) 
as pre-test and post-test. Usability and user experience were evaluated through observation and 
post-study interviews in the second stage. Findings from the Alternative Use Test in both 
fieldworks indicated an overall increase in creativity scores in the post-test, suggesting 
preliminary effectiveness of the platform in fostering creativity. Qualitative findings in the 
observation and post-study interview demonstrated moderate to high usability because 
participants were able to complete all activities without additional assistance and reported that 
the website was intuitive and easy to navigate. Observations also revealed engagement and 
interaction of the participants, connecting to the concept of participatory creativity.

Overall, the findings suggest that the platform has potential as an accessible digital tool to 
cultivate creativity for children from underprivileged backgrounds.

Keywords: Creativity Training; Underprivileged children; Online Training platform; 
Divergent thinking
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The purpose of this research is to tackle the problem of diabetes as an interconnected issue by 
tackling sectors outside the health field, by deriving knowledge from China, with a high burden 
of diabetes, and France, with a lower burden of diabetes. In both regions, social determinants 
of health (SDoH) are highly associated with the development of diabetes, in particular social 
stressors of workload and income, and environmental moderators of green space and 
walkability. The findings provide significance for policymakers to tackle the issues of diabetes 
from a multisectoral approach by deriving insight from another country. This paper utilizes a 
thematic literature review of original research papers to understand the significance of SDoH in 
tackling diabetes. Results indicate that social stress is a significant contributor to diabetes in 
China, but not a major factor in France. Additionally, both regions agree that environmental 
moderators are a relevant contributor to reducing diabetes burden. Through discussion, social 
stress is a significant contributor in China due to the cultural context of Neĳuan, leading to a 
continuous cycle of high workload, which is not present in France. In terms of environmental 
moderators, despite high walkability in France, the presence of air pollution presents a barrier 
to tackling diabetes. Moreover, China should increase equable quality of green spaces to reduce 
spatial distribution. Policymakers should utilize the findings to reduce the presence of social 
stressor and increase environmental moderators to reduce the burden of diabetes.

Keywords: Social Determinants of Health, Social Stressor, Environmental Moderators, 
Diabetes, Country Comparison
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Of students, by students and for students – the 
Transdisciplinary Academic Conference for Emerging 
Scholars (TRACES) is an academic conference held on 
23.05.2026 at the University of Hong Kong. Entering its 
second year, TRACES’ vision to empower student 
scholarship and research, and to make their voices heard 
around the world has only strengthened. Now more than 
ever, the ability to go across boundaries and to find answers 
in different disciplines matters. This conference is 
organized by students from HKU for the purpose of 
preparing our peers for this new world. Growing on top of 
our already global network, this year, more than twenty 
undergraduates, from Hong Kong to South Africa, and from 
the UK to Russia, gather to present their research. Three 
themes have emerged from the many research topics – 
Stories and Symbols, Identity and Institution, Governance 
and Growth. The abstract of each presenter is documented 
here awaiting your discovery. Join us and find your own 
trace of knowledge.
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